

Not all words can be spelt by using phonics. Many words you just have to learn to spell which is not always easy. Try these ideas to help you remember spellings.

· Using mnemonics – make up an amusing phrase where the first letter of each word is a letter in the word that you want to spell. For example, ants run everywhere for ‘are’. 
You may only need a mnemonic for part of the word. For example, ‘friend’ – friends to the end.

· Remember words within words. For example, there is a rat in separate.

· Try to remember how the word looks. Does the combination of tall and short letters make a pattern? Make the word into a picture that relates to it. For example make the two ‘o’s in to eyes for the word ‘look’.
· Write or trace the word on or in lots of different things e.g sand, sandpaper. Also try writing the word in lots of different colours!  Say each letter names of the word as you write it and say the whole word when you have finished.


When you can do it well, touch typing is the fastest way to write. Starting to learn now will provide a good foundation for skills that will be useful at secondary school and beyond. 
Click on the link below to go to the BBC Dance Mat Touch Typing programme.
Typing


Remember which way round they go by making the bed!

· Make two fists, palms facing body, knuckles together and thumbs up. 

· Say "bed", making sure that you say the "b" and "d" sounds clearly. 

· ‘b’ is at the beginning of bed and is shown by your first fist. ‘d’ is at the end of bed and is shown by your second fist.

It’s a great way of remembering and you can use it anywhere! 
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