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Home Learning Guidelines
These guidelines reflect the ‘Home–School Learning Policy’. This policy was informed by discussions with staff, children and parents. 

Oak, Larch and Willow Class 

Reading is the most important and hopefully most enjoyable home learning activity. Ideally children should read at home on a daily basis, but at least 3-5 times a week. 
To support regular reading at home the children should have in their book-bags:

1or 2 ‘Reading Books’ changed by Class Teacher and Teaching Assistant once a week.

For Oak, 1 shared reader changed by children as often as they would like.

1 library book changed once a week under the supervision of an adult, but with some degree of free choice.

Parents are asked to keep a record of home reading and to add positive comments in their child’s ‘Reading Diary’. Any concerns should be raised with the child’s teacher rather than being written in the diary. A diary is given to Oak Class children as they become ready.

Investigative and open ended “topic based” activities will be set fortnightly. These are designed to support work in school. These tasks will be recorded on the school’s “Home Learning Task Sheet” and will explain the task, guidance as to the time that should be spent on the task, and when the task should be completed by. During each half term these tasks will support learning in literacy, numeracy and the wider curriculum. Each child will be given a’ Home Learning Folder’ to keep in their book bag.
In addition learning in mathematics is supported with a regular mental maths learning suggestion on each ‘Home Learning Task Sheet’. This will complement and reinforce learning that is taking place in class. 

Also handwriting practice sheets will be given as reinforcement of class handwriting teaching each week, and which also begins to reinforce spelling patterns.
At times, additional tasks to support consolidate and extend learning, in literacy and numeracy, may be set for individual children.

Maple and Chestnut Class

Reading remains the most important and hopefully most enjoyable home learning activity. Ideally children should continue to read at home on a daily basis, but at least 3-5 times a week. 
All children will visit the school library weekly and bring home a book of their choice to read and enjoy with parents.
In addition, for a few children, including those with individual education plans, 1 or 2 ‘Reading Books’ will  be issued and changed regularly, usually once a week, if necessary with support from the Teaching Assistant or Class Teacher, until children become fluent and independent readers. For these children, parents are asked to keep a record of home reading and to add positive comments in their child’s ‘Reading Diary’. Any concerns should be raised with the child’s teacher rather than being written in the diary. 
As soon as possible children will bring home a reading book of their choice from the library. This is chosen with guidance from an adult, as appropriate. Once children are fluent readers and choosing their own reading material in this way, a reading diary will not be used, however parents should of course continue to raise any concerns or queries with the teacher as they arise.
An investigative and open ended task will be set once a week. These tasks are designed to support work in school. They will be recorded on the school’s “Home Learning Task Sheet” and will explain the task, guidance as to the time that should be spent on the task, and when the task should be completed by. Tasks may be set on different days so they complement work in school. At times these tasks may be extended activities over a number of weeks. During each half term these tasks will support learning in literacy, numeracy, science and the wider curriculum. Each child will be given a’ Home Learning Folder’ to keep in their book bag.
In addition learning in mathematics is supported with a regular mental maths learning suggestion on each Home Learning Task Sheet. This will complement and reinforce learning that is taking place in class. 

Spellings will be rehearsed daily in class using the school’s phonics and spelling programme. A number of spelling words will be sent home weekly in a yellow Spelling Book and these words will be linked to the phonics programme. The children’s grasp of these words will be assessed through dictation exercises.
At times, additional tasks to support consolidate and extend learning, in literacy and numeracy, may be set for individual children.

Beech and Elm Class

In order to ensure progression as the children move into Upper key Stage Two, home learning will increasingly become more in line with secondary school expectations.

Reading continues to be the most important and hopefully most enjoyable home learning activity. Ideally children should continue to read at home on a daily basis, but at least 3-5 times a week for at least 15-20 minutes. To support regular reading at home children may choose to take home school library books. 

Parents are asked to discuss their children’s reading with them regularly and continue to engage in occasional shared reading’ even if their child is a fluent and “keen” independent reader, as these reading conversations support higher order reading skills and help children respond to texts.

Spellings will be rehearsed primarily in school but will also be sent home most weeks. This work may include use of vocabulary in context and as grammar practice and also handwriting practice as well as wordlists to learn. 

A task will be set once a week which may be investigative and open ended or a more formal, written piece of work. These tasks are designed to support work in school. These tasks will be recorded on the school’s “Home Learning Task Sheet” and will explain the task, guidance as to the time that should be spent on the task, and when the task should be completed by. Tasks may be set on different days so they complement work in school. At times these tasks may be extended activities over a number of weeks. These tasks may support learning in literacy, science and the wider curriculum.

In addition learning in mathematics is supported with a weekly maths activity. This will complement and reinforce learning that is taking place in class. 

In all classes, the staff welcome the children engaging in other active learning activities which support the learning in school. Topics studied are detailed on termly class newsletters. Visits to places of interest, trips to the local library, and research on the internet, all help children engage in their learning and broaden their understanding; particularly if these are shared learning experiences with parents. 

Additionally, the staff welcome artefacts related to topics being brought into school and value parental offers of expertise. 

If parents have any queries related to home learning tasks they are encouraged to contact their child teacher. 
Children also bring home a Home School Folder which celebrates their learning, acts as a prompt for discussion about learning that has taken place in school. This begins fortnightly in Year One and then weekly from Year Two onwards. A sheet is provided for positive parental comment. 
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