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Our topic this term has been World 

War 2. We began with a                   

re-enactment day at Henley Fort near 

Guildford. We learned a huge amount 

and had lots of fun at the same time! 

World War 2 



Dressing up as ARP and 

Home Guard really helped 

us to feel part of the war 

and we learned lots about 

the jobs they had to do. 

There were so 

many things to 

remember and we 

were told off if 

we got them 

wrong! 

This was the first time 

that children from 

Medstead School had 

visited Henley Fort but 

we‟re sure it won‟t be 

the last!  

 

The day really helped to 

bring our work alive and 

gave us lots of insight 

into life in Britain     

during the war. 



Lots of our Literacy this term 

was linked to our World War 2 

work. We had real air raid     

sirens in class and we were 

evacuated to other classes; we 

wrote about our experiences. 

Literacy 

We wrote letters home to our 

parents from the train       

station  when we were      

evacuated. We wrote on      

coffee stained paper to make 

them look more real! 



We looked at     

poems written by 

evacuees and tried 

to develop our    

responses so we 

explained and gave 

evidence for our   

answers. 

We read the story of Willie Beech in 

„Goodnight Mr Tom‟ and explored the 

two main characters and how we       

responded to each of them. We 

thought about how events in the story 

affected them and how this in turn    

affected their relationship. 

We used 

magnifying 

glasses to 

write post-

cards in  

minute 

writing, 

just like 

Zach in the 

story! 



Maths 
We have focussed on    

problem solving this term. 

We have tried to think what 

it is we are being asked to 

do, what key      information 

we have that might be use-

ful, what maths we need to 

use to solve the problem and 

how we are going to record 

our work in a way that clear-

ly shows our thinking. 

I am much better at 

finding my own way to 

solve a problem.   

Talking to my partner 

helps and looking for 

patterns in what I am 

doing. 



Testing the shelters was 

great fun! Lots of our      

designs were successful too! 

DT 

We worked in teams 

to design and construct our       

shelters. Our observations really 

helped us with ideas and we knew 

that our shelters  had to be strong 

but also take the impact of the 

bomb! 

Our DT challenge was to make an air 

raid shelter to withstand the impact 

of a shot being dropped from 2m!! 

We had a template to work 

from and we watched what 

happened to a paper          

prototype to help us with our 

designs. 

There was a surprise; 

we had an egg  to   

protect in our       

shelters when the 

bomb dropped! 



Samba 

Listen2Me this term was something completely different as we learned 

to play Samba.  First we were introduced to the 4 different instruments 

and their correct names: the big drums are called Sardot, the scraping 

instrument is the Reko-Reko, the small drums are Tambourims and the 

bells are called Go-Go bells. 

Each instrument had a different rhythm to keep but the Sardot had 

to keep a steady beat throughout. We learned call and respond 

rhythms so when Mrs Harding blew her whistle we recognised which 

response we needed to play. 

Keeping a 

steady 

rhythm was 

the hardest 

thing of all! 

We learned phrases 

for each response so 

when Mrs Harding 

played “Have you any 

cake?” we replied 

with “We put it in the 

cupboard!” 



….and then there was the 
evacuation! 

On Thursday 30th June Chestnut Class arrived at school looking very 

different and carrying suitcases and teddies! 

 

This was the day we had to wave goodbye to our parents and take the 

steam train to the countryside to experience evacuation for ourselves! 

We walked from 

school to Medstead 

Station where we 

caught the          

Watercress Line to  

Alresford. We 

waved goodbye to 

our parents from 

the platform 

We wrote letters 

home to our   parents 

telling them we 

missed them. 

We all dressed 

in clothes that 

children would 

have worn in 

1940 and we 

carries our 

teddies and gas 

mask boxes at 

all times! 

Once back at school we 

played some traditional 

playground games and 

then we had beef stew 

and dumplings followed 

by jam roly poly for tea!! 



Finally we finished the term 

We had a go at knitting—it took lots 

of concentration and patience! 

We made propaganda posters to 

boost national morale and dampen the 

German‟s optimism. 

We sewed Union Jack flags in cross 

stitch—more concentration and      

patience needed! 



with a WW2 activity day 

We made        

identity 

cards that   

everyone 

would have 

had to   

carry at all 

times! 

Mrs Lord came in to teach us how to do first 

aid and we had lots of fun bandaging each 

other up! 

Mrs Cobley lent us some of her 

Grandma‟s traditional wooden jigsaw 

puzzles to do. 




