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School Charging Policy

Background

This policy is issued in order to clarify the Governing Body’s position regarding charging for costs of items and educational activities.

The Education Act 1988 requires that education for pupils should be free of charge if it takes place wholly or mainly within during school hours.

Review

The Board of Governors maintain the right to review and amend this policy at any time, but no later than the Review Date stated at the end of this document.

Policy

Materials:

Where craft, cookery and other practical lessons result in finished products, the items may be kept by pupils if the cost of the materials is less than £1.50 per head. Where the cost is £1.50 or more, parents may be asked to contribute the full cost of materials. In such cases, notification to parents will be in advance of the lesson, with confirmation that pupils will not be excluded from the lesson itself in the event of non-payment.

Educational visits and visitors:

The Governors will support off-site activities which the Headteacher considers to be of good educational value and complimentary to the curriculum.

Where costs are involved, parents may be asked to contribute such that each activity is self -funding. If funds received are insufficient, the visit may be underwritten by the School, or cancelled, at the discretion of the Headteacher.
The Governing Body has agreed that the cost of such visits will be no more than £25 per pupil per term (with the exception of any residential visits and the Year 5 outdoor activity visit to support the PE curriculum). The cost of educational visits may be paid a termly contribution by parents or on a trip by trip basis. 

If a pupil does not attend an educational visit due to, for example, illness, the cost of the trip may not be refundable if payment has been made to external providers.  
Visiting speakers and performers:

Parents will be asked to contribute such that each occasion is self funding, within the limit of £25 per pupil detailed in the previous paragraph.  If funds received are insufficient, the visit may be underwritten by the School, or cancelled, at the discretion of the Headteacher.
Extra-curricular activities:

Activities for which parents have given their consent in advance and which are undertaken voluntarily by staff out-of-hours are provided free of charge.

Where costs are involved, parents may be asked to contribute such that each activity is self funding. If funds received are insufficient, the activity may be underwritten by the School or cancelled at the discretion of the Headteacher. Fees will be payable termly in advance and no refunds will be available due to the School’s commitment to outside providers. Pupils joining part way through a term will be charged on a pro-rata basis.

Music:

Fees will be payable termly in advance. Pupils joining part way through the term will be charged on a pro-rata basis. No refunds will be available to pupils leaving during a term due to the School’s commitment to the music services. The School requires half a term’s notice in writing if a child wishes to cease music lessons at the end of the term.   
The school aims to provide the equivalent of a minimum of 10 lessons per term. However if this is not possible no refunds can be made due to the financial commitment to the music services. 
Where County owned instruments require regular maintenance, parents will be asked to pay a proportionate charge, notified in advance.
The Headteacher is able to offer reduced fees of up to 50% for those children whose parents are in receipt of state benefits and whose children are eligible for free school meals. 
Residential trips:

When the School organises residential visits in school time or mainly school time, the main purpose of which is to provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, no charge is made for the education. A charge will, however, be made to cover the costs of board and lodging. Activities which take place out of normal hours, and the cost of hiring trained staff and facilities for specialist activities, may be charged in addition to board and lodgings. 

Children whose parents who are in receipt of state benefits and who are entitled to free school lunches are exempt from these charges. All parents to whom this is relevant will be advised that they are entitled to remission from the charges, however, they will be invited to make a voluntary contribution.
School meals:

Payment for School meals is due by cheque at least weekly in advance. If pupils order a meal at morning registration but then do not require the meal, no refund will be available due to the School’s commitment to HC3S. 

Long term debts which arise in respect of school meals will be passed to County Treasurers Department and will be dealt with accordingly. Where large arrears arise in respect of school meals the Headteacher may, after giving notice to parents, refuse to allow further school meals to be taken.

Losses and breakage:

The Governors maintain the right to recover the full cost of any damage to and/or loss of School property or equipment from the parents of children involved. The initial decision to seek recovery of costs shall be at the discretion of the Headteacher, having due regard to the circumstances of the loss or damage.

General considerations:

In all cases where costs are involved, the School will endeavour to meet these in respect of pupils where parents have personal difficulties, subject to prior agreement with the Headteacher.

For the purposes of this Policy, references to ‘parents’ includes those with parental responsibilities.
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